
NO ONE LIKES TO THINK ABOUT IT…. 
But one day, G-d forbid it can happen to anyone. 

A terrible accident, or a serious illness—and no longer capable of  making decisions about one’s own health. 

At a time of  increasing pressures on medical resources and growing attitudes about the ‘right to die’ the Jew-
ish patient may want to ensure that others respect their ‘right to live’ and that decisions are made according 

to Jewish law and custom. 

WHO WILL DECIDE? 

What is the Halachic Living Will? 

 A simple document that allows you to state 

which relative or friend (representative) you 

wish doctors to ask regarding your preferences 

should you G-d forbid, not be able to make      

decisions on your own. It also states that you 

are Jewish and you wish that all decisions are 

made according to Jewish Law and Custom (or 

Halacha). You can name a Rabbi that your      

representative and doctors should involve to 

make sure they know about Jewish Law and   

custom. 

Why is the Halachic Living Will necessary? 

The UK Mental Capacity Act (2005) is a law that 

requires health and care staff to take into        

account a patients religious views and any        

Instructions a patient has made about how they 

wish to be cared for, or who they wish to be   

consulted so as to understand their preferences 

and wishes.  

The Halachic Living Will provides an excellent 

way to ensure that your family and Rabbi will be 

involved so that your wishes are known.  

Who can I appoint as my representatives? 

You may appoint any adult over 18—a child, 

souse or trusted friend. Obviously you should 

make sure that they are willing. You may also 

appoint any Rabbi you wish, but it is advisable to 

ask them if they are prepared to respond to the 

difficult Halachic questions that could arise. You 

may also choose a Beis Din. If no one is chosen, 

then the Halachic Living will directs the doctor to 

contact the London Beth Din. 

Is the Halachic Living Will recognized? 

Yes, it was developed and approved by leading 

Rabbonim and Legal experts in England and         

conforms to the UK Mental Capacity Act.  Endorsed 

by Machzikei  Hadass, Manchester Beth Din, Union 

of Hebrew congregations, Gateshead Rav and  

 

more. Salford City Council and many hospitals 

also   approve and recognize this document. 

It is important to have your signature witnessed 

by a professional who can check for mental ca-

pacity. At least every 3 years you should check if 

you wish to change any details. 

You may also complete a Lasting Power of    

Attorney which gives stronger powers to your 

representative but this has to be registered with 

the Office of    Public Guardian and there may be 

a charge for this. 

How do I get a copy of the Halachic Living Will? 

Contact the Interlink Foundation—address over-

leaf. What should I do with the completed Will? 

Keep a copy of the completed form for yourself to 

show hospital staff and give a copy to your GP or 

Care Home. You may also be able to include the   de-

tails from the Halachic Living Will onto Advance Care 

documents provided by the NHS or Social Services. 

 


