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Marilyn Greenhill survived another three days at Sandwell Hospital ( Picture: Google Maps) 

A husband who agreed to have his wife’s life-support machine switched off 
discovered she was still alive when he phoned the hospital three days later to 
arrange her funeral. 

Malcolm Greenhill called the mortuary to arrange the release of the body, only to be told no-

one could find it. 
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It then emerged his wife, Marilyn, had not died as expected and was still on a ward breathing 

unaided. 

Her family hurried back to the hospital but she died the next evening. 

Mr Greenhill, 62, told an inquest it was like watching his wife ‘die twice’. He added: ‘If I 

knew she would stay alive for four days I would never have left her side.’ 

His wife, 65, was admitted to Sandwell Hospital with bleeding on the brain on Saturday, May 

3, after falling downstairs at home. But doctors said there was no hope of survival and 

advised that her life-support machine be switched off that same evening. He said his 

farewells and went home to West Bromwich so he could tell the rest of the family. 

Mr Greenhill, who was married to his wife for 41 years, added: ‘I was told it was only the 

machine keeping her breathing and there was no point prolonging the inevitable. They told us 

there was nothing more they could do and she would only live for a couple of minutes once I 

turned the machine off so I said my goodbyes.’ 

He called the mortuary after the bank holiday weekend to find his wife was alive. She died on 

May 7. 

Assistant Black Country coroner Angus Smillie called it a ‘fairly extraordinary turn of 

events’ and adjourned the inquest so the hospital could respond. The hospital trust told Metro 

it had launched an investigation. 

 


